DESCRIBING A PERSON

When describing a person (&3 A in English, we usually begin with what is most obvious ("4 ') and important, or different
from other people. Below are listed a great many words and phrases (J1#) often used to talk about people.

Sex/Gender (14:51): In formal (1F5X)) or medical situations, rather than saying someone is a man, woman, boy, girl, etc., we often say
one is male (}31%) or female (% 1). Some people also consider themselves to be trans-gender , which means, basically, having
either male or female physical characteristics but believing oneself to be (and wishing to be seen as) the opposite sex (57 14).

Another important part of a person’s identity (£ 1) is one’s sexual orientation, that is, to whom one is attracted sexually (X} i £
W51 EE). Most people consider themselves, formally, heterosexual or informally straight (52 1:725(%]). Others, about one in ten
in the USA, are formally called homosexual or less formally, gay ([F)#:Z%[1]). Gay women are also commonly referred to as (*}~# 1Y)
lesbians ([7] 175 % 7). Still others are attracted to both sexes and are called bisexual (% 55 2 P P #47 PEAK 1)),

Race and Ethnicity ([&J7%): Noting what race someone is does not mean one is racist (% 3= X [#]). For most people, race, ethnicity,
and cultural backgrounds are still very important parts of who they are. That said, the terms for ethnicity, from a Western perspective,
are still based largely on skin color (LA ik (R €0, Ay FEA).

Extremely broad (A% [# ) ethnic groups include: white people or Caucasians (I9A\), black people (22 A), Asians (LA N),
middle-eastern people (4 A, F$z41N), and native or aboriginal people (43 A\) such as Native American Indians (4< s &
NJENEE 22 N) or Australian aborigines (W KAV 13 J& [G).  Each of these races has its own non-standard terms and racial slurs
(NFFHER), but as this is a general survey of terms not including those meant to offend (i# = |5 J2), they are not included here.

A person’s religion (5£#0) is often an important trait (‘23 145 1) closely tied to ethnicity, though rarely as visibly (F&73: & 21117)
obvious as one’s skin color. Major world religions (and their followers {5 4&) include Christianity/Christians (3 & #(),
Islam/Muslims (F+357 22 22 4k \), Hinduism/Hindus (B[ #0), Judaism/Jews (34 2/ \), Buddhism/Buddhists (i #), and many
others with fewer followers. People without a religion may be irreligious or nonreligious (J&52#1), agnostic (/N RJ 4138 11)), or

atheist (LB 1)

Stature (4~+) and Build (#£4%): When describing one’s whole body, we often refer to one’s height (& 75) and weight ({4 Z%). Other
than saying simply tall or short, we can say one is: lanky (tall and thin) (JE: ), stocky (short and fat) (J& /1), a giant (ELA\), a
dwarf (££7), a midget (shorter than a dwarf).

Other than saying one is thin (), a person can be called: skinny (#2), bony (5 £41 1), emaciated (55 £), malnourished (¥ 7%
AR ) , or gaunt (BZHI 1)),

Other than saying one is fat (i), a person can be called: chubby (Fi§/}: 1), chunky (ZSEZ (1), plump (=3 117), obese (LI ML),
stout (1), or pudgy (JFF-7-F).

Naturally, there are many idioms (5% i) to describe these kind of people, but they are both difficult to translate and remember!

Facial Features ([ [14F 25): A person’s face is usually the first thing we notice (737 3!]) and remember about a person, so there
are many ways to describe how one’s face looks.

A person’s skin may have distinguishing (X1, #¥3I) marks (FF7E, Jifiid), such as acne/zits/pimples (#33fl), moles (244E),
freckles (B 1), warts (B 1), or other birthmarks (Jlfiic). Past injuries (i 2<[¥)1)7) may show scars (f/jJi) or stitches (4MeF 4% 4E).
Skin may be wrinkled (4££C1), pale (45 14 1)), smooth (OG3 11), tan (I 52 (1)), or flaky (52> 2B A 1)),

Facial hair for men, and sometimes women, comes in many styles. Some have stubble (17 T), beards (#-F*), moustaches (%),
goatees (1112-#7T°), and sideburns (22 £f1). Eyebrows (J&) and eyelashes (i) may be long or short, bushy (i 1)), fake (1)),
or ina “unibrow™ (PIANJE BIELE L 1).

Hairstyles (/2?): Nothing makes a memorable character like an unusual hairstyle, and there are a ton of ways to describe hair!

Common hairstyles include the crew cut (°1-3k), afro (JEJM &), Mohawk (a strip of long, spiked 2%/ hair down the middle of
the head, with sides short or shaven), or a mullet (short in front, long in back of head). Long hair may be worn in a bun (2i/5 & £2),
braids (% 34), a pony tail ()2 %), dreadlocks (37 41572 HL 2L & 48), or pigtails (NET, ZH A PIA).

Hair itself can be straight (E.[¥]), curly (32 %), oily (114 1+7), feathered (feL3F1 = 1), poofy (expanding outwards like a ball),
Western hair colors are naturally black, brown (#5t4, %i€4), white, grey (7K {4), red (not usually red like a tomato but more reddish-
brown), or blonde (4% 4) but may also be dyed (J %4k}H)) most any color.



To describe a lack () of hair, a person can have a shaved (1)) head (or be a “skinhead” ¥~k [ />4E), be bald (F5:k),

balding (ZEFE /), wear a wig (R%), toupee (53 N [IMR %), or have a comb-over, using longer hair on the sides of the head to
cover baldness on top.

Clothing (£</I?) and Accessories (Ffff4): What clothes one wears is an important part of how one looks. Common articles of
(outdoor) clothing include hats (Ii§7*), earmuffs (H-'1), (over)coats (KAX), jackets (327%), gloves (T-£), mittens ((£1FT-£),
scarves (1), shoes (4 7°), and boots (4t). General indoor clothing includes long-sleeve shirts (K:Afi#42), T-shirts (FE#hAT42),
pants/trousers (#%7°), (blue)jeans (“}-{F#%), shorts (Jti##), skirts (#*), dresses (4AKH#), and socks (FH#). Underwear (7<)
includes boxer shorts/boxers (3 I 56 ¥ 1 P AEAX), briefs (Wi B (1954 9 #%), bra(ssiere)s (§3%4), panties ({872 % 1'% 5 T 4),
stockings (K:4t#K), pantyhose (2% (1K 4:4K), long underwear (:PJ#%). Clothes we wear before, during or after sleep include
nightgowns (K:E4K), robes (K:42), and pajamas (IfE4%). Formal occasions call for (1FzC K5 302 5K) suits (:4K), in China perhaps
a Mao Suit (} 1li%%), ties (i7ir), slacks (BE kA I F), and a belt (77 F). One can also be naked or nude, wearing no clothes (#44
).

Unlike Chinese, the verb is the same, ““to wear"", for all clothing and accessories such as glasses (HR%%), watches (F-3%), headphones
(H-HL), etc. l.e.: She is wearing a t-shirt. He wears glasses. You should wear a hat outside. | don’t usually wear a watch. The girl
wearing headphones is listening to music. Bags and other things not actually worn on the body, such as purses (% T-42{1), wallets
(BRE/ 52321, briefcases (25 )% 1), and backpacks (1341), are said to be “carried”. l.e.. Women often carry purses or handbags,
while briefcases are carried by businessmen, and a student often carries books in his/her backpack.

Personality (PE4%, A4%): Knowing someone better lets one go beyond physical characteristics to describe one’s “inner self” (A
FREMEk A z)) . This is more complicated than appearances (#h4), and often times we only get an impression (/i W2 A U]
BIAE, J&E,  FV)--or even just a first impression (#1125 EN%:) which is often wrong--about the person.

Personalities are often defined in terms of opposites (JT] 5z X ik ik Wi f¥)). Basically, one can be outgoing (7M7) ), open (EL3& ),
social (A #E11) or shy (25 117), reserved (P4 [ [19), antisocial (N4 11T) with respect to other people (%} \) in general.

For tempers (<), one can be easy-going (Ffif§i 1)), relaxed or lax (3:#2 1), level-headed (ki EEAT) |, or irritable (FUBY),
peevish (5 &), rash (1), or reactionary (XF 144 A= (R S AR g 22 5 43,

Courtesy (#L3) is still a very important measure of a person for many and for all in certain situations. One may be polite or
courteous (tL5i1)), refined (5 Z3E 1), and proper (P L)) or rude (ASALFHD), crude CFLE ), course (A K))and vulgar (FHLFF
[J). Having too many manners (L) in non-formal ({F 1 3C/#) situations may also make one seem prudish (5 =it 73$ 15 (1))
or uppity (&< A 1).

For senses of humor (H4%k /%), one can be a joker (% JTFELZEHIN), jolly (HitR), funny (442K ), or serious (™l ), a sourpuss
(BAIRN).

For activity, one can be a busy-body (£ 2 \), a workaholic (T.11k), active (I5t-T15+), diligent (%)), a control freak (f~£
TEORA T, AT e B35, or lazy (1), indolent (RTG K ), or a layabout (AN45 1EME AT N).

For outlooks (W) on life and other things, one can be optimistic and positive (:k W), idealistic (FIAH 3= SC[17), opportunistic (#L
2= UIY), realistic (M52 32 SCHY), pessimistic and negative (IEAE = 1), or critical ($8HH K1) In the USA, this is often
reflected humorously in one’s view of a half-glass of water.

Intelligent (74 % ¢]) people may be smart or clever (H1]), well-educated (5221 K4 # & (1)), bright (RI11), witty (Vi (1)),
brilliant (} i BIHY), or geniuses (A4 A4).

Unintelligent people may be stupid or dumb (%), slow (iR4#[¥]), under-educated (5= Z(#), foolish (& Z 1)), simple(minded) (Gk
i 15 B0 117), easily amused (45 71 17 B0 (1) 42 45 12 45 (19), mentally handicapped or retarded (£ 7732 8{f1)).

Regarding views on politics (75, society (1:4), the economy (£:%%) and many other things, one may be radical (FF#EEM 55 ),
liberal or leftist (JFLA, 223 AR, centrist (7[R [)), conservative or rightist (f£57 1K), A7 EALK), or reactionary (S
).

How one spends (or doesn’t spend) money is a common way to describe a person. Someone who spends a lot of money freely may be
generous (TH15 7)), a spendthrift (% 421X \), and someone who only spends as much as absolutely necessary may be miserly ({2,
SEIA UL, tight (/N ), greedy (F4E1#)), or selfish (14 FAT)).

Many people are average, “average Joe’s”, or regular folks (— %% \) and don’t necessarily need to be described in any of the above
ways.



